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Monitoring the lizard situation in Florida is a big job

A giant lizard has been ter-
rorizing a family in South Flor-
ida for weeks.
The 6-foot-long monitor liz-

ard has been an unwanted vis-

itor on the back patio of Zach-
ary Lieberman’s Davie home.
“It was right at my back win-

dow kind of scratching to get
inside the house,” Lieberman
told the Sun-Sentinel.
He took videos of it. The

Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission (FWC)
sent somebody out there to try
to catch it.
I’m not surprised. If you’ve

lived in South Florida for any
length of time, you’ve probably
noticed by now that the lizards

keep getting bigger and bigger.
When I first came here for a

job interview in 1984, a tiny liz-
ard jumped in my briefcase. I
thought it was cute.
But those cute little liz-

ards soon gave way to big-
ger, tougher lizards with curly
tails, who ate up the little guys.
Then the iguanas started show-
ing up in my back yard, while
out near the Everglades, the
population of birds and small
mammals was being decimated
by the proliferation of giant

Burmese pythons, snakes that
can grow as long as 16 feet.
So it makes sense that one

day, a 6-foot lizard will come
knocking at the door. The same
warm, hospitable climate that
brings so many exotic variet-
ies of humans to South Florida
also is hospitable to all levels of
undesirable critters, that once
established, find it easy to stay
here and multiply.
The FWC has created an

online site for Floridians to
report sightings of invasive

species in their midst. It’s
called “Ive Got 1,” and can be
accessed at Ivegot1.org
From the site you can access

the Early Detection & Distribu-
tion Mapping System, which
catalogs sightings of invasive
plant, insect or animal species
in the state — everything from
giant Ghana tiger snails, to Chi-
nese rose beetles to redroot
pigweed.
The Nile monitor lizard is
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ByJohn Kennedy

GateHouse Capital Bureau

TALLAHASSEE—Cracking into the
numbers behind Florida’s Dem-
ocratic and Republican prima-
ries for governor exposes a few
facts about the contests that set
the stage forwhat is going to be a
nationallywatched general-elec-
tion battle.
Among them:

Money isn’t everything
Justask losingRepublicanAdam

Putnam,who spent $36.2million
or Democratic also-ran Philip
Levine who spent $37.7 million.
Ormaybe go straight to Demo-

cratic nominee Andrew Gillum,
who spent the least ($6.7million)
of all contenders. Powered by a
compelling personal story and
social media, Gillum is headed
towardNovemberwith the back-
ing of his four vanquished rivals.
RepublicanprimarywinnerRon

DeSantis spent $16.2million, less
than half Putnam’s total. But he
had President Donald Trump’s
endorsement and a resume full
of FoxNews appearances towoo
GOP faithful.
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Victories by DeSantis,
Gillum reveal that
money isn’t everything.

Primary shows state’s
enthusiastic electorate

ELECTION 2018 GOVERNOR RACE

ByJodie Wagner

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

WELLINGTON—Adistracteddriver
changed the life of a school police
officer last December.
Officer BobKeating, aWelling-

ton resident who has spent the
past 12 yearswith thePalmBeach
County School District, was hit
by awoman driving a Ford F-150
truck Dec. 15 as hewas directing
traffic at Wellington Landings
Middle School.
The 6-foot-2, 240-pound Keat-

ing said witnesses later told him
he flew into the air upon impact.
He said he suffered two broken
bones in his left knee, three her-
niated discs and internal bleed-
ing in the accident.
“She didn’t see me,” Keating

said of Danielle Hamilton, the
car’s driver. “I don’t know how
she didn’t see me. She turned
in (to the school), so if she was
going any faster, I would have

beenkilled instantly. But because
she turned in, when she hit me,
I flew in the air. I tried to get up,
but I couldn’t.”
According toanaccident report

filed by the Palm Beach County
Sheriff’sOffice,Hamiltonsaid that
Keating was distracted by some-
oneelse andwalked into thepath
ofhercarashewasmotioningher
to turn into the school entrance.
H a m i l t o n a l s o t o l d

another officer that her daugh-
ter distractedher, and she turned
her head for a second, andwhen
she turned her head back, Keat-
ing was in front of her car, the
report said.
According to the report, Ham-

ilton got out of her car after the
accident and hugged Keating.
She told him shedid not see him.
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After frightening injury,
officer back on job at school

WELLINGTON SCHOOL TRAFFIC

Palm Beach County Schools officer Bob Keating is back to work directing traffic at the entrance to
Wellington Landings Middle School. Last December, he was hit by a distracted driver while he was
directing traffic and was seriously injured. ALLEN EYESTONE PHOTOS / THE PALM BEACH POST

A cellphone
free zone
sign near the
entrance to
Wellington
Landings
Middle
School, where
school police
officer Bob
Keating was
injured in
December.

WEST PALM BEACH AIRPORT SECURITY

By Eliot Kleinberg

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

Whenatravelerpassed through
a security checkpoint at Palm
Beach International Airport last
month, officials made a discov-
ery in her carry-on bag: a Glock
42 semi-automatic handgun.
“TSAAgentscollectedher infor-

mation andpermittedher topro-
ceed with her travels,” a report
said. “The handgunwas secured
in PBSO’s safe until her return.”
The traveler likely knew all

about that safe at the PalmBeach
County Sheriff ’s Office substa-
tion at PBIA. For 21 years, she’s
been a deputy.
Shewasn’t theonly law-enforce-

mentofficer this year to endup in
such a predicament. In January,
security officials found a Glock
43 in the bag of an off-duty Palm
Beach Gardens police officer.
Neither officer was criminally

charged, but both were disci-
plined following internal-affairs
investigations.
The federal Transportation

Security Administration said this
month that throughmid-August,
it already had encountered 22
guns during 2018 at the airport.

It says it found 32 last year.
PBSO reports 23 cases of peo-

ple found with guns at the air-
port so far this year. (One per-
son was caught with a weapon
away from the TSA checkpoint.)
In 18 of those cases, the person

was chargedwithmisdemeanor
violationof a concealedweapons
permit, the gunwas confiscated
for retrieval later and, except for
one person who was from out
of town, travelers were given a
notice to appear later in court

and allowed to proceed.
Inmost cases, people said they

simply had forgotten their gun
was there.
And all but one person,whose

case ispending,eitherhadcharges
dropped or received no penalty.
The TSA says the officers did

not get preferential treatment.
Anairplane-passenger groupsays
that, even if they did, thatmight
beOK.And the local policeunion
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2 cops caughtwith guns at airport
Theywere amongmultiple cases of people found
with guns at airport security checkpoint this year.

By Eliot Kleinberg

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

JUPITER—Thearrestofan18-year-
old Broward Countyman for the
theft of a six-figure Bentley con-
vertible from a home at Trump
National Golf Club in Jupiter last
week might have broken up a
team of thieves who steal high-
end cars from gated communi-
ties across SouthFlorida, accord-
ing to reports.
The teens bragged about the

thefts on social media, with a
photo showing one leaning on
theBentley and another showing
one behind the wheel, and toll-
plaza cameras also caught one of
the teens passing through in the
car, a Jupiter police report said.

Rejean Louis of Miramar was
booked Thursday afternoon at
the Palm Beach County Jail. On
Fridaymorning, a judge ordered
Louis held in lieuof $50,000bail.
Louis is charged with grand

theft of more than $100,000,
a first-degree felony, as well as
prowling and giving false identifi-
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Teen chargedwith
stealing Bentley from
TrumpGolf Club home.

Arrest made in
high-end car thefts

JUPITER CRIME

JUPITER READERS
Ifyou live inJupiter,you’llwant

toget thisweeklynewsletter.

Go toPalmBeachPost.com/

newsletters/

Rejean Louis
is accused
of stealing
a Bentley
valued at up to
$327,000.
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in the U.S.
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Fantasy 5 Pick 5 Pick 4 Pick 3 Pick 2
Afternoon Evening Afternoon Evening Afternoon Evening Afternoon Evening

Saturday, 9/1 Not available* 9-0-4-0-7 5-0-3-9-3 7-9-5-9 8-6-6-1 2-7-7 3-5-9 4-1 9-1
Friday, 8/31 1-3-8-16-20 5-8-5-3-2 4-1-5-3-0 9-9-6-2 7-9-1-4 9-6-0 1-8-4 0-8 1-5
Thursday, 8/30 16-23-24-32-34 1-7-6-0-4 3-0-2-4-8 0-6-1-5 7-2-9-9 0-6-0 3-6-7 0-2 7-9
Wednesday, 8/29 6-16-17-19-27 7-2-3-1-6 3-0-3-4-0 5-6-0-2 9-4-8-6 3-3-2 2-4-1 7-4 4-7
Tuesday, 8/28 9-20-22-30-32 9-3-3-1-9 3-8-9-5-4 7-6-5-8 5-1-1-7 5-7-1 0-3-6 3-3 1-7
Monday, 8/27 6-9-25-34-36 6-1-2-6-3 2-8-8-1-5 1-9-5-8 3-2-6-6 7-2-5 7-8-2 9-8 1-2
Sunday, 8/26 2-21-26-33-36 9-6-2-3-6 8-4-7-8-3 5-4-0-3 9-0-0-1 4-6-7 0-1-5 0-2 1-8

FLORIDALOTTERY www.flalottery.com

SATURDAY

Powerball

Not available*

Lotto

Not available*

FRIDAY

MegaMillions

7-18-29-32-45 Megaball 17

MB plus all 5 $152million

Winners 0

All 5 $1 million

MB plus 4 of 5 $10,000

4 of 5 $500

LuckyMoney

15-22-23-34 Lucky Ball 17

LB plus all 4 $1.75 million

Winners 0

All 4 $1,494

LB plus 3 of 4 $374

3 of 4 $61.50

Fantasy 5

1-3-8-16-20

All 5 $52,218.88

Winners 4

4 of 5 $99

3 of 5 $9

THURSDAY

Cash4Life

5-45-50-52-53 Cash Ball 1

CB plus all 5 $1,000/day for life

Winners 0

All 5 $1,000/wk. for life

CB plus 4 of 5 $2,500

4 of 5 $500

CB plus 3 of 5 $100

3 of 5 $25

CB plus 2 of 5 $10

WEDNESDAY

Powerball

25-41-53-57-67 Powerball 12

Lotto

15-20-23-36-38-44

TUESDAY

LuckyMoney

5-18-27-32 Lucky Ball 9

MegaMIllions

3-20-33-34-41 Megaball 20

MONDAY

Cash4Life

18-22-30-35-53 Cash Ball 1

CB plus all 5 $1,000/day for life

Winners 0

All 5 $1,000/wk. for life

CB plus 4 of 5 $2,500

4 of 5 $500

CB plus 3 of 5 $100

3 of 5 $25

CB plus 2 of 5 $10
*Drawing held after The Post went to press

one of the 424 exotic spe-
cies of wildlife that has
become an unwelcomed
Florida resident. It’s not
a danger to humans, but
it feeds on birds, fish and
small animals, making
them a potential predator
to cats and dogs.
Two years ago,

researchers published a
comprehensive scientific
study of the origin and
spread of Nile monitor liz-
ards in Florida. The study,
published in the Royal
Society Open Science Jour-
nal, determined that the
state had three separate
breeding populations of
Nile monitors.
The biggest is in Cape

Coral in Southwest Flor-
ida, with an estimated
population of about a
thousand lizards. The

next biggest is in Palm
Beach County along the
C-51 canal, just south of
Southern Boulevard with
“between 80 and 47 con-
firmed sightings,” fol-
lowed by a smaller breed-
ing population of monitors
in southern Miami-Dade
County at the Homestead
Air Force Base.
The monitors were first

spotted in Cape Coral
sometime around 1990,
and by doing DNA test-
ing on 15 monitors liv-
ing in Cape Coral, five
in West Palm Beach and
five in Homestead, scien-
tists determined that 19 of
them descended from a
line of monitors that lived
in a coastal region in West
Africa southeast of the
Niger River.
Scientists speculated

that they may have come
to Florida as exotic pets
that were abandoned by
their owners once they

became too difficult to
care for, or that they may
have been intentionally
released by reptile deal-
ers in Florida “to establish
a breeding population in
which to capture individ-
uals for resale, thus avoid-
ing the coast of husbandry
or international trade.”
With sexual maturity in

two years and 60 eggs in
a single clutch, it doesn’t
take long for a wild popu-
lation to multiply.
The FWC says that the

monitor lizard at the Davie
home is not the Nile mon-
itor, but its similar-looking
relative, the Asian water
monitor lizard.
“There is no breeding

population of that spe-
cies in Florida,” said Carli
Segelson, a habitat and
species conservation spe-
cialist with the FWC.
At least not yet.

fcerabino@pbpost.com
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cation, bothmisdemeanors.
Two 17-year-old males

believed also to be from
Miramar were detained as
well. Their status could not
be determined because of
juvenile judicial rules. The
PalmBeachPost is not iden-
tifying them.
Spokespeople for Jupiter

police did not return calls
or emails Friday.
According to a Jupiter

police report, a man living
in TrumpNational called at
about 6:20 a.m. Monday to
say he’dwalked outside and
found his garage door open
and his two vehicles gone.
They were a 2018 Bent-

ley Continental GT convert-
ible, which had been in the
garage, and a 2017 Porsche
Panamera, which had been
in the driveway. The owner
said he left the keys in both
cars.
The Kelly Blue Book, a

directory that gives sug-
gested car prices, listed the
manufacturer’s suggested
retail price for the Bentley
at $241,425 to $327,925. It
set the Porsche at $86,050
to $161,050.
The police report said

surveillance-camera video
from the community’s front
entrance showed someone
driving the cars out about 3
a.m. Police ran the license
plates on a database and,
just before 7 a.m., they got
a hit on the Bentley in Pem-
broke Pines, just north of
Miramar.
Jupiter police connected

with a Miramar detective,
who said she’d been investi-
gating a car-theft ring based
there that included Louis

and several juveniles, the
report said.
TaniaRues, spokeswoman

for Miramar police, told
The Post on Friday that
her department has not
specified how prolific this
ring allegedly was, but she
believes several rings in
Miami-Dade, Broward and
Palm Beach counties have
targeted dozens of vehicles.
The Jupiter police report

said the Miramar detective
found videos posted online
by one of the teens that
showedsomeonedriving the
Bentleyabout4a.m.Monday
and later showed someone
driving the Porsche.
The owner then alerted

police that tolls had been
posted on his SunPass
account, runningdownFlor-
ida’s Turnpike fromBeeline
Highwayat3:34a.m. toMira-
mar at 4:02.
SunPass later provided

digital images of the Bentley
passing through tollbooths.
The one from the Beeline
showed the driver, down
to his sweatshirt bearing a
reflective Ferrari logo. The
Miramardetective identified
himasLouis andhis passen-
ger as a 17-year-old believed
to be part of the ring.
Then, about 4 a.m.Thurs-

day, a security guard at Jupi-
ter’s Admiral’s Cove neigh-
borhood, just north of the
Trump club, spotted three
people trying to climb over
the outer wall along Alter-
nate StateRoadA1A, accord-
ing to the report.
A Jupiter officer saw two

people running away along
Frederick Small Road and
detained them. The two
were identified as the pas-
senger who’d been seen in
the Bentley with Louis and
one of the other two teens

believed tobe in thecar theft
ring. The teens said they’d
taken an Uber to the neigh-
borhood and were there to
visit a friend but could not
provide a last name for the
friend.
A short time later, another

officer spotted aperson run-
ning to, and entering, a van
that hadpulledup. Theman
gave police an alias but later
was confirmed as Louis, the
report said. The report does
not mention the other per-
son or people in the van.
It saidLouisdeniedhaving

stolen the two cars onMon-
day, saying he was home in
BrowardCounty.He saidhis
cellphonewould verify that.
The report said police

checked the phone and
found social media photos
that showedoneof theother
two teens police had just
caught. That teenwas sitting
on ablackBentleymatching
theonestolenMonday.Other
photos showed Louis in the
driver’s seat of the Bentley.
When police showed him

those photos and the ones
fromthe tollbooth,headmit-
ted itwas thesame jacketbut
said the driver wasn’t him.
The police report charges

Louis with the theft of the
Bentley.
The owner of the two

cars is an executive at a
local health firm. An asso-
ciate said he did not want
to comment except to say
hewasworking closelywith
police. The Post is not iden-
tifying him.
The Jupiter police report

does not say whether the
cars stolen Monday were
recovered.

ekleinberg@pbpost.com

Twitter:@eliotkpbp
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Monday is Labor Day.

Government: All federal,

state, county and municipal

offices, courts, banks and

post offices are closed.

Transportation: There

will be no Palm Tran bus

service Monday. Tri-Rail

will operate on a weekend

schedule.

Schools, libraries: Schools

and libraries in Palm Beach,

Martin and St. Lucie

counties are closed.

Garbage: In Palm Beach

County, most pickups

are on a regular schedule

Monday. Exceptions

include: Boca Raton,

where Monday pickups are

Tuesday, and Tuesday’s are

on Wednesday; Lake Park,

where Monday pickups

will be Tuesday; and

North Palm Beach, where

Monday customers will

have pickups on their next

regularly scheduled day.

In Martin County, there

are no pickups Monday.

Pickups will be delayed a

day. In St. Lucie County,

SCHOOLS,COURTSCLOSEFORLABORDAY

WESTPALMBEACH

Jupitermanarrested
forallegedslashing
A26-year-old Jupiterman

was arrested after police say
he attacked two employees
of a Clematis Street barwith
a box cutter early Saturday
morning.
A bartender at Te Mana

Kava Bar confirmed to The
Palm Beach Post that the
incident took place at the
establishment.
Ataround1a.m., twomale

employees of the bar, on the
500blockofClematis Street,
werechecking thebackdoor
when they saw aman, later
identified as Thomas James
Williamson, leaning against
awall by thewomen’s bath-
room, according to West
Palm Beach police.
When the employees

approachedWilliamson, he
began “swinging his arms”
and fighting the employees,
police said. The attack was
unprovoked, authorities say.
A third male employee

helped takeWilliamsonout-
side of the bar. One of the
employees had cuts on his
neck. Another had cuts on
his back. Police said they
found a box cutter on Wil-
liamson, which was consis-
tent with the types of inju-
ries foundontheemployees.
Both victims had non-life

threatening injuries, though
one was taken to a hospital
for treatment.
Williamson was taken to

the PalmBeach County Jail.
Police say he lives in Jupiter.
Jail records show he has a
Georgia address. He faces
one count of aggravated
battery and one count of
attempted murder, accord-
ing to jail records.
— HANNAH MORSE

PALMBEACHCOUNTY

Boil-wateradvisory
forutilitycustomers
Aprecautionaryboil-water

advisory is in effect for por-
tions of the county serviced
bySeacoastUtilityAuthority.
According to the util-

ity, thunderstorms early
Saturday morning cut the
power and caused a drop in
water pressure, temporarily
interrupting water service.
According to the advisory,
stoppagescancauseashift in
bacteria levels and custom-
ers are advised to take pre-
cautionary measures while
water testing is conducted.
Seacoast Utility provides

services to65squaremilesof
portions of unincorporated
PalmBeachCountyaswellas
PalmBeachGardens, North
Palm Beach, Lake Park and
parts of Juno Beach.
— HANNAH MORSE

CRIMESTOPPERS

These suspects were
wanted as of Thursday:
Tacaris Mitchell, 31, is

wanted on felony charges
of trafficking in heroin and
sale of heroin. He was born

on Oct. 10,
1986, has
black hair
and brown
eye s and
i s 5 - f ee t -
1 0 , 1 7 0
pounds.His
last known
addresswas

Northwest6thAvenue,Boyn-
ton Beach.
Lillian Parise, 32, is

wanted on violation of pro-
bation for leaving scene of
crash involving injury and
possession of heroin. She

was born
on Oct. 31,
1985, has
brown hair
and brown
eye s and
is 5-feet-7,
130pounds.
H e r l a s t
known

address was North 130th
Avenue, Jupiter.
Anyone with informa-

tion on their whereabouts
is asked to call Crime Stop-
pers at 800-458-TIPS (8477).

IN BRIEF

Mitchell

Parise

By Hannah Morse

PalmBeachPostStaffWriter

A man was shot during
an armed robbery Friday
night in West Palm Beach,
police say.
Two men were walking

northboundonthewestside-
walk on the 4300 block of
SpruceAvenue around 8:37

p.m. Friday when a man
robbed them at gunpoint,
according to West Palm
Beach police. The suspect
fled the scene after shoot-
ing one of the men.
The injured victim was

taken to a hospital. He is
in stable condition and is
expected to survive.
Anyonewith information

on the aggravated battery
and robbery can contact
Detective Brust at 561-822-
1900 or potentially be eligi-
ble for a $3,000 reward by
giving anonymous tips to
Palm Beach County Crime
Stoppers at 800-458-TIPS
(8477).

hmorse@pbpost.com

Police say one shot during
West Palm Beach robbery

CRIME

PERSONAL INJURY

Golf cart accidents

Accidents involving golf
carts are on the rise in
Florida and throughout
the United States. Because
Florida hasmore than
1,200 golf courses, the
use of golf carts is quite
prevalent and injuries can
occur in various forms.

Collisions with
automobiles, striking a
pedestrian, and rollovers
have occurred with the
use of golf carts. The same
kind of negligence that
occurs with automobile
use also can occur with
the use of a golf cart.
Drivers of golf carts can be
distracted, can be driving
under the influence of
alcohol or drugs, can be
guilty of erratic driving
and can fail to take into
consideration dangerous
conditions such as uneven
or wet pavement.

Both the driver and
owner of the cart can be
potentially liable. A golf
cart, like an automobile,
can be considered in
Florida a “dangerous
instrumentality” in which
case the owner who
allows someone to drive
their cart can be just as
responsible as the driver
for damages when the
driver is negligent.

Anyone involved in a
golf cart accident should
treat the accident just as
if it were an automobile
accident.Medical
treatment should be
immediately provided to
anyone injured and once
everyone is safe the police
should be called and
photos should be taken
of the scene including
any damage to the cart.
Names and contact
information should be

Ted Babbitt

Ted Babbitt
Babbitt and Johnson, P.A.
Address:

1641Worthington Road, Suite 100,

West Palm Beach, FL 33409

Phone: 561-684-2500

Website: babbitt-johnson.com

Email: tedbabbitt@babbitt-

johnson.com

obtained from everyone
who was involved or
witnessed the accident.
The police will ordinarily
do an investigation but if
the accident happens on
private property they may
not file a standard report
so it is important that if
you are involved in a golf
cart accident you take the
time to document
everything about the
accident including
obtaining statements from
any witnesses.

Golf cart accidents,
like automobile accidents,
are handled by lawyers
who charge a contingent
fee for representation.
Thismeans that injured
persons do not pay up
front lawyer fees or court
costs and the lawyer is
reimbursed and paid a
fee only upon successful
conclusion of the case.

Theodore Babbitt is
senior partner in the law
firm of Babbitt & Johnson,
P.A., and is a member of the
Inner Circle of Advocates,
which is limited to the top
100 personal injury lawyers
in the United States.


